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All text in italics is spoken by the leader.  

Text in bold is your invitation to join in. Please speak those words as you 

are able.  
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OPENING & WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. 

Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 

 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 

and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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SONG - A Mighty Fortress 

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.] 
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A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's 

rod 

and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might  

he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

No strength of ours can match 

his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to 

fight, 

whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

 

[song  continues next column -> ] 

Though hordes of devils fill the 

land 

all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we 

stand; 

they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; 

in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the 

flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation 

you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. 

May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have 

no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

A MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 

[By Pastor Marc] 

 

A READING FROM 1 Peter 3:18-22 

[Read by Noel U.] 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 

made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former 

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were saved through water. 

 

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a 

removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a 

good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 

has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
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A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO  

MARK 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up 

out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And 

the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was 

in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with 

the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 

the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 

news.” 

 

 

SERMON - Wild Beasts 

[By Pastor Marc] 
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SONG - Mighty to Save 

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.] 
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Ev’ryone needs compassion, 

Love that’s never failing.  

Let mercy fall on me. 

Ev’ryone needs forgiveness, 

The kindness of a Savior.  

The hope of nations.  

 

 

So take me as You find me, 

All my fears and failures. 

Fill my life again. 

I give my life to follow, 

Ev’rything I believe in. 

Now I surrender.  

 

Savior, He can move the 

mountains. 

My God is mighty to save. 

He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of Salvation. 

He rose and conquered the 

grave.  

Jesus conquered the grave. 

 

[continue next column ->]  

 

 

Savior, He can move the 

mountains. 

My God is mighty to save. 

He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of Salvation. 

He rose and conquered the 

grave.  

Jesus conquered the grave. 

Shine your light, and let the 

whole world see. 

We’re singing for the glory of 

the risen King.  

Jesus.  

Shine your light, and let the 

whole world see. 

We’re singing for the glory of 

the risen King. 

 

Savior, He can move the 

mountains. 

My God is mighty to save. 

He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of Salvation. 

He rose and conquered the 

grave.  

Jesus conquered the grave.  



OFFERING 

[based on work by Rev. Carol Penner] 

Let us pray.  

 

We have the means to give, 

we have the reason to give, 

and there are many waiting for us to give. 

Yet often, our hands hold back, 

and we hoard what we have for ourselves. 

 

The season of Lent is a season where we remember that all that 

we have, and all that we are, comes from You - our God. 

Through your love, you created us and through that same love, 

you redeemed us. You do not see us as the world sees us or how 

we see ourselves. You know our joys, our failures, our hurt, and 

the ways we’ve hurt others. Yet your cross shaped love refuses to 

let us go.  

 

Help us live and give in your kingdom of love, where there are no 

enemies, only human beings, and kindness is the air we breathe. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

CLC is grateful for your generosity so that we can be generous to 

others with our ministry. If you would like to support this 

ministry you can do so on our website or by writing a check and 

dropping it in the mail to us, and we will use it to generously 

offer the word of God to all people and serve our neighbors in 

need. 
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On this first Sunday in Lent, let us pray boldly with words 

prepared by our denomination’s worship team. When you hear 

the words, “Receive our prayers, O righteous God:” please 

respond with “In you we put our trust.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS OF THE DAY 

[modified from work published by the ELCA Worship blog] 

Relying on you, O God of our salvation, we pray for the church 

throughout the world, that strengthened by the promises of 

baptism, we discern your way of truth and justice, and reject the 

attractive lures of evil. Sustain our bishops Elizabeth and Tracie 

and all chaplains serving the police, firefighters, and other first 

responders. Grant wisdom to those Christians who are beset 

with temptations or hardship. 

 

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 

 

Remembering Deaconess Elizabeth Fedde, we pray for all 

deacons and deaconesses, that they serve those in need with 

constancy and joy. Empower our congregation’s ministries of 

care, and provide the funds needed for service. 

 

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 
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Grateful for a plenteous creation, we pray that you preserve the 

wild beasts and keep lands from being flooded by waters. 

Encourage the work of biologists, conservationists, and science 

educators, that we all come to appreciate more about the 

wonders that you create. 

 

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 

 

Distressed by injustice and violence, we pray for leaders who 

govern in our nation and around the world. Be with Joseph, the 

President; Philip, NJ’s Governor; James, Bergen County’s 

Executive; Carlos, the Mayor of Woodcliff Lake Cory; and all 

councilpersons and mayors of the towns we call home. Visit the 

people of Myanmar and Sudan and stem the might of tyrants the 

world over. 

 

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 

 

Alert to the difficulties of wintertime, we pray for all who are 

cold, for the people of Texas who suffered the catastrophic effects 

of a utility system unable to deal with extreme climate events, for 

refugees awaiting assistance, and for all whose employment 

requires them to endure brutal weather. Surround them with a 

community of concern. 

 

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 

9 



Pained by the suffering of others, we pray for all who are sick, 

especially those we name here before you: . . .  

Camp Koinonia, Bob Albert, Dolores Albert, Ellen Altanasio, 

Alyssia, Anthony, Sharon Bongard, Brazdzionis family (Brenda, 

Mark, Andrew, Tim), Mark Buckley, Jim Christensen, Risa 

D’Angelo, John Demarais, Dorothy Dohrmann, Jackson Fehr, 

Jean Helom/Mesevage, Jerry, Ruben Moreno, Phil Morgan, Neil, 

Pat, Hayden Policastro, Joyce Rudie,  Lorraine Sadlon, Jillian 

Scalpati, Lata Sharma, Alice Sheer, Jason Simet, Stephanie, 

Miriam and Earl Valder, Cole VanKoughnet, Pat and Dave 

Witkowski and those we hold in our hearts during this moment 

of silence:  

[a moment of silence] 

 

We pray for all who have contracted COVID-19, for those who 

are bowed down by trials of any kind, for those who face natural 

disasters, for those whose suffering is known only to you. 

Comfort those who feel desolate. Give health and wholeness to all 

who suffer. 

 

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 

 

Praying also for ourselves, we ask your Spirit to accompany us 

through each wilderness that we must endure. We will now have 

an extended period of silence inviting you to share your prayers 

with those around you or to post them online. 

[a moment of silence] 
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Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 

 

We praise you for the Christians of time past, especially the 

martyrs who died in their witness to you. Give us the faith that at 

the end, your rainbow will bring endless beauty to all things. 

 

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: 

In you we put our trust. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in 

your sacred space. If you are currently by yourself, know that 

the entire church is, through Jesus, always with you. Send a 

blessing to those physically closest to you or send a text/type out 

a DM/or make a plan to call someone you care about - and wish 

that the peace of Christ may be with them. 

 

Let us now think about all who are worshipping with us online 

or via conference call. In our hearts, let’s send to your entire faith 

community a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be 

with them. 
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Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, 

friends, neighbors, and to the entire world. With God’s help, our 

hearts are big enough to extend peace that far. Let us embody the 

peace of Christ after we leave this place today. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

[We invited you to gather a bit of bread (or similar item), drink (wine or grape juice). 

The elements used during communion remind us of a substantial meal we would eat 

during a celebration.]  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit across phone lines, social 

media, and the internet - let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through 

Christ Jesus, you are welcomed and loved. 

 

This is the body of Christ, given for you. 

This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 

[After consuming the elements.]  

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your 

people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the 

power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that 

has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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SONG - My Life Flows on in Endless Song 

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.] 

BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 
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My life flows on in endless song; 

above earth's lamentation, 

I catch the sweet, though far-off 

hymn 

that hails a new creation. 

 

No storm can shake my inmost 

calm 

while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven 

and earth, 

how can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the 

strife, 

I hear that music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul. 

How can I keep from singing? 

[continue next column ->] 

No storm can shake my inmost 

calm 

while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven 

and earth, 

how can I keep from singing? 

What though my joys and 

comforts die? 

The Lord my Savior liveth. 

What though the darkness 

gather round? 

Songs in the night he giveth. 

 

No storm can shake my inmost 

calm 

while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven 

and earth, 

how can I keep from singing? 



DISMISSAL 

And now, go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

****** 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for 

daily prayer for anyone. Contact the church office with 

concerns/celebrations. 

 

LENTEN MID WEEK BOOK STUDY STARTS FEBRUARY 24 AT 7:00 PM 

ONE COIN FOUND: HOW GOD’S LOVE STRETCHES TO THE MARGINS 

Rev. Emmy Kegler is an ELCA Pastor serving Grace Lutheran 

Church in northeast Minneapolis. Grace is a small 

servant-hearted neighborhood congregation focused on feeding 

the hungry and community outreach and Rev. Kegler has been 

their pastor for several years. She also has a complicated 

relationship with the Bible. Rev. Kegler is a queer woman who 

grew up in both conservative Evangelical and progressive 

Protestant churches. She knows too well how Scripture can be 

used to wound and exclude. And yet the stories of Scripture 

continue to captivate and inspire her–both as a person of faith 

and as a pastor to a congregation. Her first book, One Coin 

Found: How God’s Love Stretches to the Margins, tells her story 

as a queer Christian called to ordained ministry and how it formed 

her relationship with Scripture 

 

Starting on February 24, we’ll meet weekly to read and discuss her 

book. Worship will be online starting at 7 pm with a discussion at 

7:30 pm. You can join the discussion by visiting 

www.clc4u.com/midweeklent.  
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COVID VACCINATIONS A small group of volunteers has been busy 

trying to get you a COVID vaccine! If you’re having difficulties 

navigating the many online sign-ups - or have limited internet 

access - contact Kate Stutzel at kate.stutzel@gmail.com or contact 

the church office. We’ve been able to schedule around a dozen 

church members (and more from the neighborhood) in the last 

two weeks! 
 

NJ SYNOD COUNCIL NEWS - CARLA HOENIGMANN RE-ELECTED At 

last week’s Northern Mission District meeting of the NJ Synod, 

Carla was re-elected to serve on the NJ Synod Council. The NJ 

Synod Council is like our church council but serves the 160+ 

congregations in New Jersey. Congratulations!  

 

DO YOU GET OUR WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER? It is sent out every 

Thursday. Please contact Pastor Marc to sign-up! 

 

TODAY’S ASSISTING MINISTERS: 

Musicians Argine Safari & David Scance 

Readers Noel U. 
 

THIS WEEK: 

Sunday, February 21      9:00 am Sunday School 

     9:30 am  Ash Pickup (through 12:30 pm) 

   10:00 am Online Worship 

     6:30 pm Confirmation Class 

Wednesday, February 17   7:00 pm  Midweek Lent Worship (online) 

      7:30 pm  Midweek Lenten Discussion 

      8:00 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, February 28       9:00 am Sunday School 

    10:00 am Online Worship 

      3:00 pm Koinonia Annual Meeting 

      6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
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